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By Eric Cravey & Alex Wilson
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Two separate threats of 
school shootings posted on social 
media last week led Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office investigators to arrest 
two teenage girls on felony charges. 

Deputies arrested Alexandria 
Ashanti Summerset, 15, an Oakleaf 
High 9th grader, on Feb. 23 shortly 
after midnight. She faces charges of 
making the false report of the use of 
firearms in a violent manner, disrupt-
ing or interfering with school admin-
istration or functions and making 
written threats to kill or do bodily 

injury to others.
By that afternoon, officers were 

led to Oakleaf Junior High student, 
Rosa Toledo, 13, who was arrested 
on the exact charges as Summerset. 
However, Toledo’s threats were made 
public at 8:30 a.m. on Feb. 23 when 
officials at the junior high reported 
receiving the threats via group text 
messaging.

Officers found evidence that 
Toldeo posted a message that “isn’t 
safe you guys going to be the first 
one dead (laughing emoji),” states the 
CCSO report.

Clay County officials held two 

press conferences on Feb. 22 aimed 
at allaying fears and reinforcing the 
role that both the Sheriff’s Office and 
Clay County School District will play 
each time a threat is received.

The threats began on Feb. 21 with 
a social media post alleging an im-
minent attack from a student at the 
school, one week after 17 people 
where gunned down at Broward 
County’s Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School.

“My cousin has a bad disorder and 
he’s planning on shooting Oakleaf 
High School because he saw the 

PHOTO BY ERIC CRAVEY

Clay County School Superintendent Addison Davis is flanked by the school board and members of the district’s leadership at a press conference at 
Oakleaf High where he discussed how the district is handling school shooting threats in the aftermath of the Valentine’s Day shooting in Parkland.

School shooting threats end in two arrests

SEE ARRESTS, 14

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – Surrounded by 
more than 120 attendees, students 
from Orange Park Junior High 
shared excerpts from essays they 
wrote about civil rights activists, 
praising the work of Harriet Tub-
man, Jackie Robinson and more 
on Monday as the Town of Orange 
Park unveiled its newest historical 
marker.

After the readings, officials 
pulled down a sheet and unveiled 
a new historical marker for the Or-
ange Park Normal and Industrial 
School – the first national histori-
cal school marker in Clay County 
– something Council member Con-
nie Thomas has been waiting for a 

Normal School 
gets overdue 
recognition

Black and white students and teachers 
taught and learned together until a staunch 
segragionist shut the school down.

SEE SCHOOL, 13
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By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

FLEMING ISLAND – The pews of a 
Fleming Island church were filled 
with friends and families last week 
who said goodbye to U.S. Navy Lieu-
tenant James A. Mazzuchell during a 
funeral mass.

During the 10 a.m. funeral mass 
held March 9 at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, over 200 people sang hymns 
such as “How Great Thou Art” and “I 
Am the Bread of Life.” Guests listened 
to Mazzuchelli’s uncle share memo-
ries of his late nephew and heard his 
grandfather share verses from Eccle-
siastes before heading to the Jackson-
ville National Cemetery in a formal 
funeral procession. 

“Despite our feelings of sadness, 
it was a beautiful funeral held for an 
incredible person,” Bobbi de Cordo-
va-Hanks, a friend of Mazzuchelli’s 
mother, said. 

On Feb. 24, 32-year-old Maz-
zuchelli – who grew up in Clay 
County – died from injuries obtained 
during a military helicopter accident 
at Camp Pendleton, California. Maz-
zuchelli was a Navy flight surgeon, 
assigned to the Marine Light Attack 
Helicopter Squadron 267, a part 

of Marine Aircraft Group 39, Third 
Marine Aircraft Wing. Because of this, 
and his service as a member of the 
military, Gov. Rick Scott, who at-
tended the funeral, asked that all U.S. 

and Florida flags be flown at half-staff 
at the Orange Park Town Hall, Duval 
County Courthouse and State Capitol 
to honor Mazzuchelli’s service. 

Scott was not available for com-

ment the day of the funeral but the 
governor put out a statement reflect-
ing on the life of Mazzuchelli and the 
importance of military members in 

Navy flight surgeon given proper goodbye

Family and friends turned out March 9 to pay their last respects to Lt. James Mazzuchelli, the Clay County native and U.S. Navy flight surgeon, who 
died in a helicopter accident at Camp Pendleton, California.

SEE NAVY, 10

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – The Town of Or-
ange Park is taking steps to provide 
its own rescue services to its resi-
dents, separating from a current ar-
rangement with Clay County. 

At its Feb. 20 meeting, Council 
voted 5-0 to authorize staff to notify 
the Board of County Commissioners 
of the town’s intent to seek a Certifi-
cate of Need paving the way to oper-
ate its own rescue unit. By doing so, 
the town has begun a series of events 
that will consist of Town Manager 
Sarah Campbell meeting with the 
Board of County Commissioners and 
their staff to iron out details such as 
radio service, while Town Attorney 

Sam Garrison meets with County At-
torney Courtney Grimm to begin the 
application process.

“We’ll be forging some new 
ground here but we are ensuring we 
do it correctly,” Garrison said on the 
next steps in this process. “There’s a 
lot of things to work out but this is 
the first step in a long journey.”

Currently, the employees of the 
Orange Park Fire Department and its 
EMS staff are paid by the town but 
the vehicles and supplies are owned 
and provided by the county. The 
rescue vehicles operate under the 
county’s Certificate of Need. Orange 
Park is looking to change that, and 
in turn, gain control over all fire and 
EMS assets. 

This process began last year when 
on Oct. 30, Town Council Vice-Mayor 
Gary Meeks, Garrison and Camp-
bell met with County Commissioner 
Diane Hutchings, County Manager 
Stephanie Kopelousos and Grimm to 
discuss fire and emergency medical 
services for Orange Park. The discus-
sion focused on the town’s automatic 
aid agreement, the use of Engine 
and Ladder 19 outside of town limits 
and the lack of revenue sharing that 
comes with that, and the current dis-
patching issues with the relay system, 
offline county units and inaccurate 
geo-dispatching, among other things. 

After the discussion, Hutchings 
summarized that the town was deal-
ing with a service level issue and that 

Orange Park, as a municipality, had 
a desire to set up its own emergency 
medical services. Because of that, 
Hutchings recommended that the 
town apply for a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity, the legal 
application Garrison and Grimm are 
soon to begin working on. 

The reason the town wants to 
break away from the county and set 
up its own fire and EMS standards is 
what Campbell believes to be unfair 
treatment.

“So right now, the town pays 
for all of the staff, which is about 
$450,000 a year, towards the men and 
women that operate the ambulance, 

A matter of inequity

Council moves to establish its own EMS services

SEE EMS, 16



THE OAKLEAFThursday, March 29, 2018 3

No Appointment Needed ~ Just Walk In
• In-network provider for many health insurance plans

• Common Illnesses/Physical • X-ray/EKG/IVs/Labs on site
• Medications dispensed on site • MVA/Workman’s Comp

Hormone Replacement • Testosterone Therapy • Now Offering Allergy Testing/Immunotherapy

We also offer the latest advancements in cosmetics with Obagi Skin Care System

Your health is 
our priority! 

URGENT  
CARE

State-of-the-Art 
Facility Julington 

Creek
1633 Racetrack Rd. #101

Jacksonville, FL 32259

Southside
4160 Southside Blvd.

Unit 10
Jacksonville, FL 32216

Oakleaf Plantation 
Town Center

9580 Applecross Rd. #106
Jacksonville, FL 32222

M-F 8-8, Sat-Sun 8-5 (904) 778-9180

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – Last year, the Clay 
County School District terminated its 
charter school agreement with Or-
ange Park Performing Arts Academy 
after the school received its second 
“F” letter grade from the Florida De-
partment of Education.

In the months since that turmoil, 
the school has transformed into Or-
ange Park Performing Arts Academy 
International with a new administra-
tion and new students. It opened as a 
new private school in August. 

On Jan. 25, OPAAI held a ribbon-
cutting event on its Kingsley Avenue 
campus where students and their 
families could, for the first time, take 
a look at the school’s new library, 
which the school called The Lion’s 
Den. 

Kennedy Brown, a seventh-grade 
student at St. Johns Country Day 
whose grandmother is the music 
teacher at OPAAI, spoke about the 
importance of libraries at the event.

“Learning to appreciate reading 
is a way to better yourself,” Brown 
said. “Libraries can serve as the place 

Former charter 
school thrives 
as private school

Alesia Ford-Burse, at left, the founder of the school, is all smiles, as she greets students at the now 
private school on Kingsley Avenue.

Orange Park Performing Arts Academy ended its relationship as a charter school with the Clay 
County School District in June 2017 after it failed to improve its school grade.

where students can enjoy reading a 
book, where they can explore sub-
jects of anything they can imagine 
and it can be a quiet place where 
students can study, relax and dream 
about the future.”

Alesia Ford-Burse, the school’s 
board president and founder, attend-
ed the opening of The Lion’s Den 
and sees the library as another step 
in the school’s pursuit of academic 
greatness. 

“In five-to-10 years, I really be-
lieve that we will be one of the top 
schools in the county,” Ford-Burse 
said. “That’s the goal and what we 
are looking for to make that happen 
is a strong reputation and more com-
munity support.”

Since its new beginning, Ford-
Burse believes the biggest difference 
in this private school and its previ-
ous life as a charter school to be the 
school’s strong and supportive staff 
and the families who believe in what 
OPAAI is trying to do. 

More literally, the previous charter 

school had to be sponsored by the 
school district. Because OPAAI is a 
private school, it finds itself having 
more freedom in how the Florida 
curriculum is taught, with a heavy 
influence on the arts, but it also finds 
itself being paid for by private funds. 
Ford-Burse said the hardest thing 
about opening a private school is the 
financials behind it but according 
to her, the school still received help 
from the district financially – spe-
cifically, in the Exceptional Student 
Education, or ESE.

Florida’s state voucher program al-
lows students and the families of stu-
dents who no longer wish to attend a 
public school to receive financial aid 
to help pay enrollment in a charter 
or private school. OPAAI students use 
not only this state voucher program, 
but also the McKay, Step-Up, Gardin-
er and AAA scholarships to help pay 
OPAAI tuition, which is $7,000 a year.

Currently, OPAAI’s enrollment is 

SEE THRIVE, 4



THE OAKLEAF4 Thursday, March 29, 2018

just under 100 students, with 11 new 
children enrolling this past month. 
OPAAI offers kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Students have access 
to a gymnasium, a performing arts 
stage, a library, computers in many 
of the classrooms and a dance stu-
dio. 

One of the reasons for OPAAI’s 
success, according to Ford-Burse, is 
the new headmaster, Kelly Kenney, 
who has been with OPAAI since July 
when it transformed into a private 
school. She brings to OPAAI 29 years 
of work in education and an infec-
tious degree of enthusiasm, both be-
hind the mic and in front of it when 
talking with students and families 
alike. 

“I am very passionate in what I 
do and I believe in the vision and 
want to see the children have a 
choice and be successful,” Kenney 
said. “By infusing performing arts 
with high academic standards, chil-
dren can succeed.”

Kenney grew up with an arts 
education. She began playing viola 
in junior high, a position that would 
eventually lead her to earn a music 
scholarship to Georgia Southern 
University where she performed 
with the student symphony. Kenney 
believes the arts allow students to 
access their entire brain, rather than 
just parts of it. 

One of Kenney’s goals for the 
school is to have every student read-
ing on grade level by the end of each 
school year, performing accordingly 
to their grade’s math standards and 
to have chosen a performing art that 
they can really hone in on whether it 
be music, dance or some other pas-
sion such as journalism. 

However, her major goal for 
OPAAI is to show the county, state 
and nation the schools dedication to 
getting education right. 

“We have a new vision and a 
new focus and that is what we are 
all about,” Kenney said. “We want 
to show the county, the state and 
the nation that we know how to 
do things right and we are going to 
work towards that.

“My goal is to dance on the steps 
in Tallahassee and say, ‘You closed us 
as a charter school but we are going 
to succeed now as a new school.’”

Thrive
from page 3

After serving as a charter school its first three 
years, Orange Park Performing Arts Academy is 
now operating on its own as a private school 
in the same location on Kingsley Avenue.
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By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

SAN DIEGO – In 2013, a man ap-
proached San Diego-based author 
Mark Carlson during a routine book 
signing and told Carlson about a 
World War II story he’d never heard 
before.

Considered the greatest non-com-
bat military disaster in U.S. military 
history, the story involves 23 pilots 
– two of whom were Orange Park 
residents later in their lives – flew 
directly into a Pacific Ocean typhoon. 
Their tale ended with 22 planes at 
the bottom of the ocean, six pilots 
dead and 16 pilots stranded in the 
Pacific. This story, largely unheard of, 
is the story of Marine Fighting Squad-
ron 422, or VMF-422.

“At the time, there were articles 
but nothing major,” Carlson said. “It 
was an unknown story.” 

Carlson learned of a documentary 
titled “The Flintlock Disaster” from 
the man that first informed him of 
this story. Immediately fascinated 
with the disaster, Carlson started 
asking questions and putting things 
together. When he had a story pulled 
together, he pitched it to his editor 
at Aviation Magazine who, according 

to Carlson, really liked it. Carlson’s 
first article was published in January 
2015. 

Having seen this story published, 
Carlson still desired to do more.

“There was more to this story,” 
Carlson said. “So, I began writing a 
book.”

“The Marines’ Lost Squadron: 
The Odyssey of VMF-422” would be 
published more than two years later, 
in November 2017, after five years of 
research and writing.

“Humbly, I think I can say I know 
more about the subject than any oth-
er person alive,” Carlson said, remi-
niscing about Col. Robert Leonard’s – 
who went through this disaster – first 
read and how much he learned from 
the book. “It was the most intense, 
detailed and hardest work I’ve ever 
done but I was determined to do it 
right, make it as comprehensive and 
as accurate as possible, and I wanted 
it to be readable by the average per-
son.” 

The odyssey of VMF-422 begins 
in Tarawa, an atoll – a ring-shaped 
coral reef usually encircling a lagoon 
of sorts – in the Pacific Ocean. At 
9:50 a.m. on Jan. 25, 1944, the 23 
pilots were briefed on their mission. 

Two Clay service members’ stories chronicled in new book

Retired U.S. Navy Lt. George Davidson, shown here in a 2013 Clay Today file photo, attempted to 
save pilots stranded in the Pacific Ocean in 1944.

Standard during this time of war, the 
pilots were set to complete a “milk 
run” mission with the goal of relo-
cating fighter planes out of harm’s 
way. Little did they know, they would 
soon be heading straight into harm’s 
way themselves. 

At 10 a.m. on Jan. 25, 1944, the 
pilots took off in their state-of-the-
art F4U Corsairs – brand new fighter 

planes at the time – headed towards 
Funafuti, roughly 800 miles away, on 
a weather report that was 26 hours 
old with no escort. Often, single-
engine planes were accompanied by 
an escort, or a twin-engine aircraft, 
whose job was to ensure a flight 
went safely. Despite multiple requests 
for one, Gen. Lewie Merritt denied 

SEE BOOK, 6
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Retired U.S. Marine, John Hansen, shown here in a 2013 Clay Today file photo, was one of the pilots 
stranded in the Pacific Ocean in 1944 in what is known as The Flintlock Disaster. The tragic event is 
now chronicled in a new book.

the pilots an escort. 
Around noon, the pilots saw a 

typhoon, spanning across the hori-
zon, and too late to divert course, 
flew directly into it. Fifteen minutes 
later, they would break out under 
the typhoon, scattered apart, without 
any navigational beacon and far off 
course. Only one pilot would make it 
through this storm and to the desti-
nation of Funafuti pilot John Hansen, 
who would later call Orange Park 
home.

Hansen’s daughter, Heidi Hansen, 
didn’t learn of this story until the 
1990s. 

“I didn’t know about this disaster 
for many decades of my life,” Hansen 
said. “My dad didn’t talk about the 
military so until I, myself, read the 
articles, I didn’t know much about 
this at all.”

When Hansen finally learned of 
this terrible event and how her fa-
ther was one of the 23 that survived, 
she, like most would, asked how he 
felt about it. 

“He felt the way everybody felt. It 
didn’t have to happen,” Hansen said. 
“It should not have happened. They 
were unprepared, flying over 800 

Book
from page 5

miles of open ocean, with only the 
beginnings of radar. They didn’t even 
have lunches packed.” 

When Hansen learned that Carl-
son was writing a book about the 
event, she helped out in any way 
she could, sharing details, photos, 
thoughts and more. When the book 
finally released, Hansen was left 
paralyzed by how real the book 
made this event feel.

“It was and is very hard for me 
to read this book because all of a 
sudden, it’s a live event, you’re right 
there with them and it is so scary,” 
Hansen said. “Carlson is quite an 
author and we are really blessed he 
wrote this book.” 

When pilot Hansen made it to 
Funafuti, he explained what had 
happened, although the staff of that 
military base were well aware that 
something was off. 

“In our eyes, yeah, he is one of 
the saviors,” Hansen said of her fa-
ther. “So many people were involved 
in the eventual rescue but my dad 
certainly did his part.”

By 3:30 p.m., the pilots still flying 
had to ditch their planes for rafts 
that would keep them afloat in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean. Expe-
rienced in basic survival training, 
the stranded men endured the salty 
wind battering their eyes and skin. 
Sharks encircled their raft waiting for 
an easy meal as the men grew tired 
from the lack of nutrition that made 
it difficult for them to keep their 
wits.

“This was a really tough time 
for those men, if not the toughest,” 
Carlson said. “They were marines, 
though, and they hung in there and 
did what they had to do to survive.”

Eventually, an amphibious Patrol 
Bomber plane piloted by U.S. Navy 
Lt. George Davidson would arrive 
to rescue the stranded men. Having 
to land in high seas and dangerous 
weather conditions, Davidson’s plane 
would see one of its two engines 
ripped off after three attempted land-
ing passes. Because of that, Davidson 
and his plane would not be able to 
take off. 

“He knew he couldn’t take off but 
he still wanted to get these men out 
of the water,” said the late Davidson’s 
wife, Barbara Davidson, of Orange 
Park. 

Davidson and his aircraft crew 
attempted to pull eight men into 
the plane by roping all of the rafts 

together but the rope snapped under 
the weight, releasing five men back 
into the water. For over three hours, 
Davidson maneuvered the plan 
around until he was able to bring 
those five men onto the plane. 

Similar to Hansen’s experience 
with her father, Davidson didn’t learn 
much of the story until much later in 
her life. 

“He explained to me that he had 
rescued some marines in the Pacific 
during the war but that was about 
it,” Davidson said. “He was like most 
pilots and soldiers that went through 
that war. They didn’t talk about what 
they went through or what they did. 
Nobody was overly-anxious to talk 
about what happened during the war, 
even with a disaster like this.” 

After rescuing the men from the 
water, a Navy Destroyer ship rescued 
them and returned them to land, ac-
cording to Hansen. 

Four months later, almost all of 
the pilots that survived that day 
would found themselves in the cock-
pit of another plane, continuing the 
fight in the Pacific. 

“That’s what you did back then,” 
Carlson said. “They hadn’t had their 
chance to fight yet. They put it be-

hind them and got back out there.”
Merritt would go on to be investi-

gated by the military with a case that 
would end with what Carlson called 
a slap on the wrist. 

The men who survived, and the 
families of the men who didn’t, 
would never truly learn of why what 
happened that day happened. Ac-
cording to Carlson, in their close 
circle, they knew it was Merritt’s 
fault but to what degree, they would 
never learn. From that point forward, 
though, escorts became mandatory. 

“That was their legacy,” Carlson 
said. “They changed the military 
in an impactful and important way 
forever.”

Seventy-four years after the event, 
Davidson said she misses the men, 
including her husband who passed 
away in October 2014. She said she 
will never forget their humor, bravery 
and camaraderie.

“These men were one big fam-
ily and they had such a great sense 
of humor and they maintained that 
even through all they went through,” 
Davidson said through tears. “They 
faced death together and subsequent-
ly, loved life together.” 
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PRIVATE EDUCATION! 
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By Jennie Ritter
Correspondent

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – More than 
240 hiking enthusiasts raised some 
$5,000 last weekend to help main-
tain the Florida National Scenic Trail 
as part of the 10th Annual “I Did 
A Hike” event hosted by the North 
Florida Trail Blazers.

This year’s event held Feb. 24 was 
on an 11-mile section of the Florida 
Trail that goes through the natural 
sandhill communities of Camp Blan-
ding Military Reservation and Mike 
Roess Gold Head State Park north of 
Keystone Heights.

The Florida National Scenic Trail, 
also referred to simply as the Florida 
Trail, is a continuous hiking trail 
covering approximately 1,400 miles 
through the state of Florida, starting 
down south in Big Cypress National 

PHOTO BY JENNIE RITTER

 Here is one of the four lakes along the Florida National Scenic Trail, which goes through Camp 
Blanding and Mike Roess Gold Head State Park.

SEE WALK, 15

Preserve between Miami and Naples 
and continuing up into the panhan-
dle to Santa Rosa Island near Pen-
sacola Beach.

There were people from all walks 
of life and all levels of hiking experi-
ence who ventured along the trail 
Feb. 24. Some hikers got a ride back 
to base at various take-out points 
and some walked the entire 11 miles 
of the trail.      

When I retired from the military 
I found out that one perk was a 
free lifetime pass to all Florida state 
parks. This opened up a whole new 
world of discovery as I started read-
ing about and visiting the numerous 
parks and trails we have in this state. 
I took up hiking as a way to just get 

Hiking event blends history and nature with community spirit
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 www.SEDAnewhomes.com

AMENITY CENTER 
NOW OPEN

I N  C L AY  C O U N T Y ’ S  N E W E S T
G AT E D  C O M M U N I T Y

LINDA  LAKES

OPEN HOUSE
APRIL 14TH

 9 AM - 1 PM

   

(904) 573-6026

Make plans to tour the amenity-rich community of 
Linda Lakes and you will understand why it is 

the BEST VALUE in Clay County.

 

NO CDD
FEES

COMMUNITY 
GARAGE 

SALE
April 14th 

9-1PM

By Alex Wilson
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS–  On Febru-
ary 20th, 1883, a historic moment 
for Florida occurred in a small town 
called Green Cove Springs. With the 
hope of improving their lives and 
the lives of their neighbors, a small 
group of women came together to 
form the first Women’s Club in the 
state of Florida. 

On Monday, members of the 
Village Improvement Association 
celebrated the organization’s 135th 
anniversary with the unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque honoring its 
past presidents.

Around 50 women gathered at 
the VIA Clubhouse for the celebra-
tion, which featured live music and 
entertainment from local acts. VIA 
members, along with representatives 
from Green Cove Springs, the Gener-
al Federation of Women’s Clubs and 
other local women’s clubs made up 
the diverse audience. 

The VIA not only has the prestige 
of being the first women’s club in 
Florida, it also lays claim to being the 
13th women’s club in the world, ac-
cording to Theresa Crockett, the 63rd 
president of the VIA. Having been 

around so long, the club holds some 
remarkable accomplishments. 

“The VIA helped establish a lot of 
firsts for our community,” Crockett 
said. “We opened the first library, the 
first kindergarten, and even the first 
school cafeteria that served lunch to 
students.”

GFWC Florida President Mary 
Powell noted these firsts, and em-
phasized the historical and modern 
importance of clubs like the VIA. 

“When we look at history, a lot 
of times what we see is that women 
united to get pigs and cows off the 
street,” said Powell. “Women tend to 
want to improve the quality of life in 
the communities in which they live, 
and the VIA has a long history of 
making a difference.”

While their historical work is 
impressive, the VIA is far from inac-
tive. Among their current activities 
are raising funds for and awarding 
educational scholarships for women, 
community outreach for elders and 
participation in local events such as 
Arbor Day celebrations. 

“The city and the VIA have had a 
tremendous relationship going back 
many years,” said Mayor Mitchell Tim-
berlake. “Their leadership continues 
to improve our community today.”

Village Improvement 
Association celebrates 
its 135th anniversary

From left: Vice President Janey Fox and President Theresa Crockett unveil a commemorative 
plaque honoring the past presidents of VIA.



THE OAKLEAF10 Thursday, March 29, 2018

High Cholesterol?
The creator of Gatorade® can help

Gainesville, FL — If you’re one of 
the millions of Americans that have 
been diagnosed with high cholesterol, 
“Natural” help is now available from 
the creator of Gatorade®! The high-
ly regarded late Dr. Robert J. Cade, 
while at the University of Florida, did 
extensive clinical trials utilizing a spe-
cial formula he developed containing 
soluble fi ber (Acaia Gum). 

This formula, “CholesterAde”, 
proved to lower cholesterol  in the 
human body by over 17% during an 
8-week period. Not only is this spe-
cial soluble fi ber proven to lower 
cholesterol naturally, but other pos-
itive effects showed weight loss and 
improved bowel functions, which can 
help reduce the chances of many 
forms of cancer.

Dr. Richard Goldfarb, MD, FACS, the 
Medical Director for Go Epic Health, 
Inc. states “CholesterAde” is a nat-
ural alternative to statins and other 
drugs that can create many types of 
health problems. 

For the fi rst time Dr. Cade’s original 
delicious tasting formula, “Choles-
terAde” is now available. Call 1-877-
581-1502 or go to our store locator.

www.drinkcholesterade.com

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 
Cremations | Serene Memorial Park | Mausoleum

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

Navy
from page 2

our Florida communities. 
“As a flight surgeon, Lt. Maz-

zuchelli courageously served our 
country alongside his fellow Navy 
sailors and our U.S. Marine Corps, 
and his legacy will long be honored 
and remembered by his loved ones 
and by the State of Florida,” read the 
statement. “As a Navy veteran myself, 
I urge all the military members to 
take this opportunity to thank the 
military members in their communi-
ties as we continue to pray for Lt. 
Mazzuchelli’s family during this dif-
ficult time.” 

During the funeral, Mazzuchelli 
was remembered by fellow military 
members, including the U.S. Marines 
he last served with, as they present-
ed the gifts, a Catholic tradition that 
usually sees friends and family bring-
ing the bread and wine to be used 
for communion to the priest. Captain 
Clint Neiss and Captain David Axel 
of the Marines presented the gifts. 
Mazzuchelli’s cousin, Brianna An-
thony, and his grandfather, Dennis 
Guzzo, read prayers and verses, and 
lead the congregation in hymns, all 
in honor of their fallen family mem-
ber. 

Mazzuchelli’s Uncle, Scott Guzzo, 
though, was tasked with writing a 
eulogy. Battling tears, Guzzo remem-
bered Mazzuchelli as the man he was 
not only at home but in the field as 
well.

“He gave more than he received 
and it was never about the recog-
nition, but more about the task at 
hand,” Guzzo said. “Although we lost 
a son, a brother, a nephew, a cousin, 
a godfather, a grandson or a friend, 
we didn’t lose the memories and 
what he stood for, so when times get 
tough, just ask yourself, ‘What would 
James do?’ because he can pull you 
through it.”

Mazzuchelli was an advocate 
for charities and organ donations 
throughout his life, with his family 
even asking that in lieu of flowers 
for the late lieutenant, donations 
be made to further organ donation. 
They asked donations be made in 
Mazzuchelli’s honor to The Semper 
Fi Fund – an organization that of-
fers financial assistance and lifetime 

support to post-9/11 survivors – and 
the United Network for Organ Shar-
ing – a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion that manages the nation’s organ 
transplant system under contract with 
the federal government. Guzzo looks 
forward to one-day learning of the 
lives his nephew’s organs have saved.

“Someday I hope to find out more 
about his organ donation, maybe 
have a drink with his liver, have a 
touching story with his heart, share a 
priceless vision with his eyes or just 
be educated on how he continues to 
help others from afar,” Guzzo said. 

For obvious reasons, Mazzuchelli’s 
family and close friends were not 
available for comment but friends of 
the family, such as deCordova-Hanks 
and Maureen St. John were. Both 
breast cancer survivors, the women 
attended the funeral to support 
Mazzuchelli’s mother, herself a fel-
low breast cancer survivor Christine 
Cheers.

“I’ve only met her son once but 
Christine is family and that means 

Clay County Fire and Rescue assisted with a strong showing of American Pride the day of Lt. James Mazzuchelli’s funeral by hanging the American flag 
above the entryway to Sacred Heart Catholic Church on U.S. Highway 17 on Fleming Island.

[Mazzuchelli] is family,” deCordova-
Hanks said. “With all of the stress 
and fighting in the world, we need 
peace and it doesn’t matter where 
you come from or how much money 
you have in the bank – when there’s 
a tragedy like this where a young 
life is lost, we need to be there to 
support the family and that’s why we 
are here today.”

St. John knew Mazzuchelli a bit 
more than her friend deCordova-
Hanks and found herself at the 
funeral not only for support of the 
family, but also to give thanks to a 
fallen member of the military.

“I’m here to thank James, not 
in sadness, but thanking him and 
thanking his parents for raising him 
to be such a focused and determined 
man, whether it be at home, in the 
military or even as someone who 
chose to be an organ donor,” St. John 
said. “He’s never going to be forgot-
ten and I think because this is a 
military town, that’s what keeps our 
spirits going. We need to be a sup-
port group to everybody.”

James is survived by his mother, 
Christine Cheers, father, John Maz-
zuchelli, step-father David Cheers, 
and step-mother Trina Mazzuchelli as 
well as two sisters April and Ashlen 
Cheers. Surviving Grandparents in-
clude Virginia and Dennis Guzzo as 
well as Jack and Lolly Mazzuchelli. 
He will be missed greatly by uncles, 
Scott, David and Bryan, Aunts, Re-
nee, Lisa, and Mary, two nephews, 
Joseph and Ryder, seven cousins, Ty, 
Logan, Brianna, Sarah, Alyssa, Chey-
enne and Bella, one Godchild Leo, as 
well as many other extended family 
members and close friends. 
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PATIO FURNITURE

www.palmcasual.com

650 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 579-3455

11323 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246
(904) 641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-6 • Closed Sunday

Buy at the FACTORY and SAVE!

The #1 Manufacturer of Patio Furniture in Florida Since 1979

Palm Casual’s Money 
Back Guarantee

If you can fi nd a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices • Family Owned & Operated

Choosefrom

300Fabrics!1 weekdelivery!

Wicker,

Aluminum & Cast
Up To

40% Off
sugg. retail

Askabout ourLIFETIMESERVICE!

Camson Alevy, 13, of Fleming Island, knows his way around the kitchen, but he also knows his way 
around Hollywood after taking part in the hit Fox reality show “MasterChef Junior.” 

Reality TV hasn’t changed him

Fleming Island teen 
on MasterChef Junior
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

FLEMING ISLAND – For many kids, 
track, soccer, acting, photogra-
phy, videography, blogging and of 
course, school, might be enough. 
For 14-year-old Lakeside Junior High 
eighth grader, Camson Alevy, though, 
his interests took him to those places 
and more, including the hit TV show, 
MasterChef Junior. 

MasterChef Junior is a Fox reality 
show where 24 contestants, ages 8 to 
13, compete for $100,000 in an array 
of cooking challenges where each 
dish made is judged by three world-
renowned chefs. This season’s chefs 
are Christina Tosi, Joe Bastianich and 
yes, you guessed it, Gordon Ram-
say. Season 6 of the show premiered 
March 2 with two episodes and has 
since aired two more. While Alevy 
couldn’t speak too much on when 
exactly these episodes were shot, he 
was able to shine some light on the 
it. 

“I was on MasterChef Junior 
recently, which has been airing for 
the last few weeks and it’s been so 
much fun to watch,” Alevy said, as he 
prepared the sauce for a shrimp and 
ricotta tortellini dish at his Fleming 
Island home. “I don’t know if I can 
tell you how long ago we shot [the 
episodes] but I was definitely a bit 
younger.”

Alevy began cooking a few years 
ago but was always in the kitchen 
growing up. Alevy’s dad, David Alevy, 
said all of his kids were in and out 
of the kitchen at a young age but as 
they started to grow up, they began 
doing more in the kitchen, with his 
son Camson taking the most interest 
in it. 

“Camson, because of his age, was 
around the kitchen at a time when 
my family as a whole really got into 
cooking,” David said. “He saw us 
doing it more and as a result, began 
cooking more with us.”

Camson Alevy’s journey to Mas-
terChef Junior began with a few cast-
ing calls in a Jacksonville hotel where 
he was asked to cook an egg, cut 
celery and measure a cup of water. 
Alevy believes these easy tasks were 
used to weed out some of the weaker 
cooks trying to compete.

From there, would-be contestants 
had to make more and more complex 
dishes until eventually, they made it 
into the Top 40. The Top 40 kids can 
be seen on the two-hour premiere 
that aired a few weeks ago. There, 
they competed for a spot in the Top 
24 and a coveted white Masterchef 
Junior apron. 

“I made it into the top 24 and the 
rest, you can watch on the show,” 

SEE CHEF, 11
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We accept

MON 7AM-8PM | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM | FRI 7AM-6PM | SUN CLOSED
OPEN SATURDAY - APRIL 21 - 8AM - NOON

All major credit cards and CareCredit are accepted 

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf Community for over 10 Years
Glenda Wiechman, DVM

8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555 | www.oakleafvet.com
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

l  Wellness Exams
l  Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
l  Laser Therapy
l  Vaccinations
l  Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & 

Ultrasonic Scaler
l  Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
l  Dermatology

l  General Surgery
l  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
l  High Definition Digital X-Ray
l  Pet Lodging & Daycare
l  Bathing & Grooming
l  Private Puppy Training Course
l  Daycare Socialization Classes

Boarding Reservations Now Available
Reserve Today! Space is Limited

Make your appointment today 317-6555 

Itchy, scratchy, biting, and licking? We can help your fur baby celebrate 
this Spring and be happier with a regularly scheduled checkup and 
a soothing bath treatment. Let us protect them from fleas, ticks, and 

parasites; ear mites; and allergic skin diseases. Ask us how.

Please join us in welcoming our newest team 
member, Dr. Sarah Paschall. Dr. Paschall is a 
honor graduate from Ohio State University. She 
comes to us with over 12 years of diverse practical 
experience in general practice, emergency, and 
shelter medicine. Dr. Paschall is looking forward to meeting all 
of our wonderful clients and their furry family members.

HONORS

Your Full Service Animal Hospital
“Where Your Pets Are Treated Like Family”

Chef
from page 11

Alevy said, through a cheek-to-cheek 
smile while wearing his MasterChef 
Junior apron. 

Once Alevy made it onto the 
show, his dishes would be judged by 
a chef he’s watched on TV for years 
– Chef Gordon Ramsay, the person 
behind the recipe for the tortellini 
Alevy is cooking. Despite know-
ing his track record on TV – for the 
unfamiliar, some might say Ramsay 
has a bit of a temper – Alevy had a 
great time cooking with and in front 
of Ramsay.

“It was stressful because he’s 
obviously Gordon Ramsay and you 
know how he is, but he was pretty 
chill with us kids,” Alevy said, cutting 
circles out of the pasta he just made 
by hand. “He had his outbursts every 
once in a while, but most of the time 
he was a lot more chill with us and 
instead of trying to knock us down, 
he showed us how to get better.” 

Alevy’s dad, a Ramsay fan himself, 
wasn’t too worried about the more 
adult side of Ramsay’s other shows, 
such as Hell’s Kitchen where the Brit 
uses words not typically used with 
children. 

“I figured that he would be probably 
pretty nice to the kids and he definitely 

was nicer and more gentle with the kids,” 
David Alevy said. “Camson said you kind 
of got to see the more father side of him 
and watching the show, you can defi-
nitely see that.”

For Camson Alevy, cooking is a way to 
be creative while also tapping into one 
of his passions – food. He one day hopes 
to make a career out of cooking but not 
necessarily as a chef. 

“I kind of want to meld my pas-
sions together,” the younger Alevy 
said. “I think I want to bring my food 
and photography together and maybe 
do food photography, or maybe make 
food commercials, but I also would 
like, because I’m such a big foodie, 
to be a food critic because I think it 
would be awesome to go eat and see 
if it’s matching the standards of what 

it should be.” 
There are moments, though, 

where Alevy isn’t cooking and just 
because he isn’t cooking, doesn’t 
mean he’s not busy.

A normal week for Alevy consists 
of soccer, track, photography, videog-
raphy and more, which according to 
Alevy, is a point of stress in his life 
sometimes. He often finds himself 
crunching time to do everything he 
wants to do but despite the stress it 
can bring him, he welcomes it. He 
said stress is a source of education 
about priorities and time manage-
ment. Simply put, slowing down isn’t 
something on his plate. 

Despite his elevated taste buds, 
Alevy still feels like a normal kid 
when he’s presented with a dish. He’s 
just more aware of what he’s about 
to eat. 

“I’m a bit more particular about 
what I think is good and what’s not 
good,” Alevy said, as he finished 
plating his pasta dish, presenting 
a plate not unlike those seen in a 
Michelin star restaurant. “I think I 
used to overestimate how good stuff 
was sometimes but I’d say most of 
the time, I’m just a regular kid eating 
except I like to be a bit more adven-
turous.” 

STAFF PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

While making tortellini from scratch in his parents’ Fleming Island kitchen, Camson Alevy discusses 
his recent appearance with celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay on “MasterChef Junior.”
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MARY  
MOODY
REALTOR®

Cell: (904) 463-9953
Offi  ce: (904) 312-9300
Mary@SellstateHighPerformanceRealty.com
12276 San Jose Blvd, Ste 206, Jacksonville FL 32223

Flowers for any Occasion

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

 

June 18 - August 3, 2018
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm

Aquatics Camp is a nationally accredited day camp program
open to Boys and Girls ages 6-14

Discounts for multiple weeks, multiple siblings, or if you register by May 15, 2018

- Enjoy the fun of one or all seven weeks of camp
- Early drop off and late pick up available
- Busing from Beach Blvd & Mandarin EVERY Week

- Sailing
- Swimming
- Tubing
- Handicrafts

- Science
- Robotics
- Campout
- Fishing

- Archery
- Pottery
- GaGa Ball
- Cooking

- Wakeboarding 
- Kayaking
- Paddle Boarding
- Over 40 Activities!

Register online today at www.aquaticscamp.org

Location: St. John’s River Base at Echockotee
2513 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, FL

(904) 269-2091   aquatics.camp@scouting.org

$15 
OFF 

registration 
by May 15

School 
from page 1

year and a half.
“Learning that the school was 

right here on what is now the Town 
Hall property was stunning and as I 
started researching it, I learned that 
the school had been here for over 
20 years yet nobody talked about,” 
Thomas said. “This school was a very 
big deal for the area, and for a very 
long time, and it deserves the recog-
nition it’s getting today.” 

In 1885, the Florida Constitu-
tion declared that schools were to 
be segregated, meaning black and 
white students were to attend differ-
ent schools. In 1891, the American 
Missionary Association opened the 
private Orange Park Normal and 
Industrial School, which consisted of 
several buildings meant for class-
rooms, dormitories, workshops and 
more. Due to the success of this 
school, white children and black 
children went to school together, 
which was a first in the area. 

The success of this would make 
way for its eventual failure, though, 
according to keynote speaker Rich-
ard Townsend. 

“The success of this school actu-
ally led to its failure,” Townsend said. 
“This success caught the attention of 
William Sheats, the instigating factor 
in the demise of this school.”

As the Orange Park Normal and 
Industrial School continued in its 
success, word got around to both 
good and bad. The school grew to 
well over 100 students – with 35 of 
them being white – and 10 teachers. 
This growth not only brought even 
more students and faculty mem-
bers to the school, but also Florida 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
William Sheats, who was described 
as a staunch segregation. 

According to Townsend, Sheats 
stated that he would persecute and 
prosecute the Orange Park school 
out of existence and did so in 1913 

with the passing of a law that pro-
hibited any schools in Florida from 
teaching black and white students 
together. The American Missionary 
Association fought back against the 
State of Florida in court, and even 
won with a ruling from Judge R.M. 
Call, but it was too late. Losing the 
support of the area – in part force-
fully, as the principal, five teachers 
and one pastor were indicted, all 
while the sheriff at the time arrested 
any parents who allowed their white 
children to attend the school – Or-
ange Park Normal and Industrial 
School closed in 1917. 

Despite its sad closure, the im-
pact of the school lives on and this 
historical marker helps show that, 
according to Thomas. 

“I think we are celebrating the 
teachers and the students in a very 
right way and I love that the town 
council has chosen to give it a very 
prominent place here at Town Hall,” 
Thomas said. “When you walk up 
here, you’re going to see the good 
our town is built on and the positiv-
ity stemming from it.” 

Mayor Scott Land opened the 
dedication explaining the importance 
of this marker. 

“Today, we celebrate our history 
by honoring the students, educators 
and community that joined together 
to create this proud legacy,” Land 
said. After Land spoke officials read 
letters from U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson(D-
Florida) and Florida Rep. Travis 
Cummings(R-Fleming Island) to the 
audience, which filled the room and 
even spilled into the hallway at Town 
Hall. 

“The school that once sat on this 
site was a precursor of the integrated 
schools that were to come in Flori-
da’s future,” Nelson’s letter read. “It’s 
appropriate that we remember the 
important role it played in educating 
black teachers and a diverse student 
population but remembering these 
great achievements should happen 
every day, not just during [Black His-
tory Month], so future generations of 

Americans will learn the important 
lessons of the past.”

Currently, there are 471 histori-
cal markers nationwide that honor 
schools with 23 of them in Florida. 
The historical marking for the Or-

ange Park Normal and Industrial 
School is the first school marker in 
Clay County. It stands over six feet 
tall and can be viewed outside the 
main entrance to Orange Park Town 
Hall. 

These students from Orange Park Junior High unveiled the newest historical marker in Clay 
County on the front lawn of Orange Park Town Hall memorializing the Orange Park Normal and 
Industrial School.



THE OAKLEAF14 Thursday, March 29, 2018

www.edwardjones.com

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. Unit 904 
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188

Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Strategies for Your Investment “Garden”

If you’re a gardener, your busy season is at hand, as April 
has been designated National Garden Month. But could the 
skills you deploy at gardening be transferred to other areas 
of your life – such as investing?

Here are a few ideas for doing just that: 

Establish a timeline. As a gardener, you typically follow 
a well-defi ned timeline. You need to get the soil ready a 
few months before you want to plant, and you need to 
plant at diff erent times, depending on what plants you 
choose. You even need to set up a schedule for watering, 
feeding, weeding and other garden care. As an investor, 
you may also need to observe a timeline. During the early 
and middle stages of your career, you probably need to 
invest primarily for growth, so you can build resources for 
a comfortable retirement. Then, as you near retirement, 
you may want to lower your risk level by shifting some – 
though certainly not all – of your investment dollars from 
growth-oriented vehicles into more income-producing 
ones. And once you do retire, your focus will shift to 
preserving your money, so one of your key decisions will 
center on how much you can aff ord to withdraw each year 
from your investment portfolio.

Choose “healthy” investments. Gardeners like to 
choose plants they know will really last. That’s why they 
look for things such as green leaves, as opposed to brown or 
yellow ones, and thick stems, which usually indicate a plant 
is strong, healthy and capable of surviving a transition from 
the pot to the ground. And when you invest, you, too, should 
look for signs of health in the investments you choose. For 
example, when picking stocks, look for companies with 

solid fundamentals, such as experienced management, 
strong earnings and the demonstrated ability to produce 
products and services attractive to consumers. Or, when 
considering bonds, consider those that independent rating 
agencies have awarded the highest grades, in terms of the 
fi nancial strength of the issuer.

Feed your investments properly. Things like fertilizer 
and plant food can be valuable, but the most important 
element in plant nutrition is water. Under-watered plants 
will not survive, but overwatering your plants can certainly 
damage them severely. When you invest, you also need to 
know the right amount of “food,” or “nutrients,” to apply. If 
you don’t put enough money into investments, they may 
not grow as much as you’d like. On the other hand, it is 
possible to “overwater” certain investments. For example, if 
you constantly put money into just one or two investments, 
they could end up crowding out others in your portfolio, 
causing you to lose the value of diversifi cation. And if 
these particular investments are already growth-oriented 
vehicles, highly subject to market risk, they could take a big 
hit during a market downturn. Ultimately, seek a balance in 
how you distribute your investment dollars.

Year after year, successful gardeners reap the rewards of 
their labors. And following some of their habits can help 
you work toward a long-lasting and fruitful investment 
garden, too.

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

other shootings and plus the stu-
dents there don’t talk to him,” said 
one of the posts. “Student and Teach-
ers please Stay home and Stay Safe 
Thursday February 22 [sic].”

Forty percent of the 2,452 stu-
dents at Oakleaf High School did not 
attend school on Feb. 22 and atten-
dance had not returned to normal 
levels last Friday either. A second 
post was made the same day, alleg-
ing that the same cousin was just 
“waiting for everyone to be back.” 
The police report also mentions a 
text message sent to multiple people 
on Feb. 22, but the contents of this 
message were redacted from the 
Toledo police report.

School Superintendent Addi-
son Davis, flanked by district staff, 
administrators and law enforcement 
from Orange Park, Green Cove 

Arrests 
from page 1

Springs and the Florida Highway Pa-
trol, reiterated the district’s policy of 
zero tolerance at a 10-minute press 
conference outside the high school 
on Feb. 22. He said every threat will 
be punished to the extent of the dis-
trict’s code of conduct.

“As a community member, as an 
educator, as a parent, no student, 
no teacher, no staff member should 
experience this tragic act as it is 
unacceptable for anyone to penetrate 
the sanctity of a school,” Davis said. 
“It is essential that I assure that each 
school workplace be a respectful 
and safe work environment for all 
– all students – where students can 
learn, where teachers can teach and 
employees can support the robust 
learning conditions that lead to our 
emotional and social growth for all 
of our students.”

Despite the press conference, the 
district’s attempt to be proactive in 
the wake of last Wednesday’s shoot-
ing, some parents are not convinced 

enough has been done.
Beatrice and Jeremiah Bredeson 

are parents of a ninth-grade son 
at Oakleaf High who stayed home 
worried about the shooting threat. 
However, they came to the press 
conference to meet Davis and share 
their concerns.

“At first, we were worried and 
scared…it could happen anywhere,” 
Beatrice said.

“What bothers me more than any-
thing is they say that they’re working 
on actively making the school safer, 
but that’s such a general response. 
I can say I added one more police 
officer and I made it safer. Why don’t 
you give us some information so we 
can make an informed decision than 
us just guessing what you’re doing,” 
Jeremiah said.

He said he is open to backpack 
searches or metal detectors as a way 
to make the school safer. Regard-
less, he is seeking clear information 
on what safety measures are put in 
place.

“A show of force is one of the 
first things you do – me being in 
the military. When you do a show 
of force, you de-escalate the situa-
tion and if that doesn’t work, you do 
other things, but why not inform the 
parents about what steps you’re tak-
ing, then you might have had more 
people show up for school today,” 

Jeremiah said.
In his Feb. 22 press conference, 

Sheriff Darryl Daniels’s rhetoric 
mirrored the larger narrative about 
school safety and gun control that 
is currently moving through the 
country. While he didn’t clearly state 
it, Daniels stopped short of endors-
ing the arming and training of school 
personnel with firearms.

“I’ll speak on behalf of the Florida 
Sheriffs Association, which is en-
tertaining the thought of helping to 
train teachers and administrators on 
the proper use of deadly force and 
gun safety,” Daniels said. “There may 
be a time in the very near future 
where state funding is made avail-
able for us to do that, and teachers 
and administrators will be carrying 
guns in schools.”

Daniels said that while coopera-
tion from law enforcement would 
help initiate this movement, the 
decision to arm school employees 
ultimately remains a school board 
decision. He also said that while 
there is a dialogue between himself 
and Superintendent Davis, the sub-
ject of arming school personnel has 
not come up yet.

Daniels went on to emphasize the 
importance of the parent’s role in 
this conversation.

“It’s time for parents to be par-
ents. It’s time for parents not to be 
friends with their children,” said 
Daniels. “These are real life situa-
tions that are going on across the 
country and in the state of Florida. 
As parents, we set the parameters 
about other things, it’s time to set 
parameters about things like this.”

Meanwhile, Davis said the Bro-
ward County shooting has created a 
heightened sense of awareness about 
school safety here in Florida and 
across the country. Like Daniels, Da-
vis said there may be copycat threats 
of mass shootings within the schools 
and on social media.

“The community needs to know 
that Clay County District Schools is 
prepared and as it may be frustrat-
ing, know that we stand ready and 
that we stand united. We will take 
every call seriously. We will take 
every social post seriously in order 
to problem solve and create the best 
and the safest environment for our 
learners and our employees.”

Beautify your smile 
with permanent 
dental implants! 
Use a board certifi ed surgeon 
and implant specialist.
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Clive B. Rayner DMD

SUPPLY, INC. 
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Let Benton House help.

417 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy  •  Jacksonville
904-217-5169

To schedule your visit or learn more, call

Choosing the best option for a senior 
loved one can be a confusing and 

overwhelming process. At Benton House 
we stand ready to serve you. Let us be 

your resource for answers. 

bentonhouse.com/oakleaf

A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g   •   S h o r t  T e r m  S t a y s 
S p e c i a l i z e d  M e m o r y  C a r e

  

You want the best for  
your loved one.

Call to schedule your personal tour 
and enjoy lunch while you are visiting.

�
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Easter’s orgins: 

Look to the Heavens 
By Thomas Webber

Easter falls on April 1, and – hippity-
hoppity – the Easter Bunny is work-
ing extra hard to get everything done 
on time. Word on the Bunny Trail is 
that he had to 
hire some sea-
sonal help from 
the North Pole.

Indeed, Easter 
does seem to be 
sneaking up on 
us early this year. 
Yet, there have 
been times when 
we had to wait 
until almost the 
end of April to 
celebrate Easter. Overall, it does seem 
a little “lop”-sided (get it?).

Some holidays, like Christmas, 
always fall on a certain calendar date. 
Others are mandated to occur on a 
certain day, such as Thanksgiving 
falling on the fourth Thursday in No-
vember, although the actual calendar 
date changes from year to year.

And I think we all know the date 
of the Fourth of July!

But Easter is a little different. It 
always falls on a Sunday, yes, but on 
which Sunday depends on some ce-
lestial mechanics and astronomy. Let’s 
take a look.

In 325 CE, the Council of Nicaea 
established that Easter would fall on 
the first Sunday following the first 
Full Moon that occurs on or after the 
Vernal Equinox.

Sounds hare-raising (har!), doesn’t 
it? Let’s see if we can work through 
this formula to figure out why Easter 
falls when it does this year.

Earth’s rotation axis is tilted about 
23.5 degrees off the plane of its orbit. 
It is this tilt that causes the seasons, 
as the hemispheres alternately tilt to-
ward or away from the Sun through-
out the course of a year. This affects 
not only the length of our days but 
also the intensity of sunlight that 
strikes the surface.

The Vernal Equinox marks the 
beginning of Spring in the Northern 
Hemisphere. On this day, the Sun is 
directly over the equator, there are 

some exercise.
Hiking does not require any 

complex skills or equipment. You 
just walk – it is that simple. In the 
few years that I have been hiking in 
Florida, I have learned more about 
Florida’s history and people than 
I ever did the past 30 years I have 
lived here. What was once just a way 
to get some exercise has turned out 
to be a rich experience of history, 
culture and community. Hiking has 
also given me a deep, personal con-
nection with nature that I have never 
quite experienced before.  

“I Did A Hike” started at a Florida 
Trail entrance off State Road 21 in 
Camp Blanding. We hiked 5.9 miles 
until crossing SR 21 into Gold Head 
State Park where we continued an-
other 4.9 miles to our ending point 
at the recreation building in Gold 
Head. The scenery along the way was 
rolling sandhills, marshes, ravines 
and scrubs. We passed by four lakes 
– Magnolia Lake, Lowry Lake, Sheeler 
Lake and Little Lake Johnson. 

One interesting and unique bit of 
history I learned about this particu-
lar area is that Magnolia Lake was 
once called Magnolia Lake State Park. 
Starting in 1957, it was a segregated 
state recreational facility for African 
Americans. It was paired with Mike 

Roess Gold Head Park which was for 
white people only at the time.

During the early 1960’s, Magnolia 
Lake was one of about six segre-
gated parks for African Americans in 
Northeast Florida. In the late 1970’s 
it was closed and once again became 
part of Camp Blanding. Today, there 
are no signs marking the spot, just 
some remnants of buildings among 
the trees.  

Another interesting historical fact 
is that Gold Head State Park is one of 
Florida’s first state parks. It was de-
veloped by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the 1930’s, an organization 
started by President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt to combat unemployment dur-
ing the Great Depression. The park 
is in an area known as the central 
ridge of Florida where a deep ravine 
with springs issuing from its sides 
bisects the area and forms Gold Head 
Branch. The initial property was do-
nated by Martin J. “Mike” Roess, the 
park’s namesake. 

The event was an invitation to 
experience the Florida Trail and the 
vast natural beauty of our state. I 
invite you to get out and explore the 
Florida Trail and all the many state 
parks and trails we have here in 
Florida. What a simple way to have a 
deep connection with nature, history 
and community. And you might get a 
little exercise, too. Hope to see you 
on the trail.

Thomas Webber 

SEE EASTER, 20
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Special thanks 
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Historic Downtown Starke 

20th Annual
BRADFORD 
COUNTYStrawberry Festival

 Entertainment 
 Kids Games
 Food 
 Festivities
 FREE Entry
 Free Parking 
 5K Fun Run 
 Pet Friendly
 Rain or Shine

 

 

   

Sweetest Strawberries this side of Heaven

Saturday April 7 
9am - 7pm

Sunday April 8
9am - 5pm

Visit bradfordcountystrawberryfestival.com
or like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/bradfordcountystrawberryfestival/

THE BLOTTER
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Community Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate 
community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling the CCSO at (904) 264-6512 
or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Remember to reserve 911 calls for emergencies only.

Tuesday, March 20
Noah Christopher Espy, 21, Oakleaf, Simple Do-
mestic Battery, Resisting an Officer, Domestic 
Battery

Friday, March 9
Zachary Istvan Schuller-Morales, 22, Oakleaf, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 Cannabis

Wednesday, March 7
Dalton Allen Dimech, 19, Oakleaf, Possession of 
Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Monday, March 5
Joseph Wright, 48, Oakleaf, Possession of Not 
More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Tuesday, February 27
Adrian Courtney Dunham, 24, Oakleaf, Posses-
sion of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis
Courtney Latrice Marshall, 22, Oakleaf, Posses-
sion of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Drug 
Equipment Possession

Wednesday, February 21
Danne Marie Harrelson, 33, Oakleaf, Cocaine 
Possession, Possession of Not More Than 20 g. 
Cannabis
Susan Irene Stephens, 48, Oakleaf, Cocaine 
Possession, Possession of Not More Than 20 g. 
Cannabis

Thursday, February 15
Christian M. Tillmon, 18, Oakleaf, Possession of 
Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis

Oakleaf man gave teen 
vodka before sex

OAKLEAF – An Oakleaf man was 
arrested on a warrant March 19 at 
9:32 a.m. for allegedly coercing an 
underage girl to have intercourse 
with him in his car.

The Clay 
County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested 
Joelmy Martinez, 
22, after a war-
rant was issued 
for his arrest on 
March 14.

According to 
the warrant, the 
victim, a 15-year-
old girl, said that 
Martinez picked her up from her 
residence and was supposed to drop 
her off at a friend’s house. Martinez 
took the girl to a Taco Bell near 

Orange Park Mall and he provided 
vodka for the girl to drink. According 
to the victim, Martinez then forced 
the girl to have sexual intercourse 
with him in the front seat of his car. 

Martinez was transported to the 
Clay County Jail where he faces a 
felony for lewd and lascivious bat-
tery. He was set to appear in court 
March 20 and is being held on about 
$25,000 bond.

Prepared for 
rising rates? 
Let’s talk.

Frank M. Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd, Unit 904
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Joelmy Martinez

and they are providing a lot of their 
service to people who live outside 
the town,” Campbell said.
 “So while it is in our budget, it’s un-
fair and there’s an inequity because 
there are people who live outside 
the town who pay fewer taxes and 
they are getting the benefit of better 
service, whereas the town residents 
are paying more in taxes and yet, 
personnel that they are paying for 
are being called out more and more 
outside the town limits.” 

While this option will increase the 
town’s revenue, it won’t be much, 
but according to Mayor Scott Land, 
however, he said the move is not 
about revenue. 

“We may make some money, not 
much, but that’s not the point,” Land 
said. “We are going to be able to 
increase the service level without 
charging citizens more and I see that 
as a good thing.” 

The town pursued other options 
that didn’t involve the town taking 
over fire and EMS but Campbell said 
those options were turned down by 
the county. This option, though, is 
one of the most efficient solutions. 

“If we can come to an agree-

EMS
from page 2

ment on the solution, yes [this 
solution will be more efficient], 
because that means that the 
men and women of the Orange 
Park Fire Department will stay 
in the town’s limits and we will 
pay for all of their costs and we 
will receive all of their revenue,” 
Campbell said. “So for us, it’s a 
very efficient solution.”

When asked about savings, 
Campbell said she predicts that 
in the first year of this proposed 
change, the town’s budget will 
benefit around $200,000, with 
increases in the following years 
as those years won’t include 
start-up costs. 

While the motion passed at 
the Feb. 20 is simply an approval 
for the process to begin, council 
member Ron Raymond sees it as 
an extremely important vote. 

“This is the most important 
vote I’ve given in my 12 years of 
public service,” Raymond said. 

Moving forward, Garrison and 
Campbell will formally notify the 
county of their intent and later 
down the road, the town coun-
cil will have an opportunity to 
analyze the application before 
anything official is sent to the 
county for review. 



Sports
Class 2A Weightlifting

By Ray DiMonda
The Oakleaf 

OAKLEAF – In the inaugural 2018 
Tournament of Champions hosted 
by Oakleaf High School, the home 
team Knights needed a come from 
behind victory early in the day to 
beat Ponte Vedra 6-2. 

In the second game of the day 
for the Oakleaf Knights, the team 
needed two extra innings of play to 
work against the eventual tourna-
ment champion Lakewood Ranch 
Mustangs in a game where both 
teams put everything they had on 
the table. For the Knights, it was the 
defensive errors that their bats just 
could not overcome. 

“You can’t have those type of 

errors against a team like that” 
said Knights Head Coach Christina 
Thompson. “We shot ourselves in 
the foot by having that many defen-
sive errors tonight.” 

With the Knights being the 
visiting team for this game, they 
needed runs in the top of the ninth 
inning that never materialized. With 
the score tied up at 6-6, it was the 
Mustangs that had a bottom of the 
ninth burst that brought home the 
winning run for a 7-6 overtime loss. 
The loss put Oakleaf into the third 
place game; a 5-0 win over West 
Nassau. Lakewood Ranch would 
bombed Aucilla Christian 11-0 for 
the tournament team title. 

The bright spot of the night were 

the Oakleaf bats that showed up 
wide awake from the top of the first 
inning. After Katie Kistler couldn’t 
get things rolling with a first up 
strikeout, Kaylee Lambrecht came 
up behind her with a right-center 
field single to get things going. 
After Madison Mifsud struck out, it 
was up to Rebecca Koskey to come 
through and get the Knights on the 
board. Koskey didn’t disappoint as 
she connected with a deep center 
field RBI double to get Lambrecht 
home and the Knights on the board 
early in a game that everyone knew 
would be a shoot-out. The inning 
would end on a Baylee Goddard 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – With a state record lift 
from Fleming Island’s Tyler Nguyen 
and a strong comeback from Oakleaf 
High’s Jakobie Baker, area weightlift-
ers in one of the strongest districts 
in Florida showed off their power 
Friday morning at the District 4-2A 
weightlifting championships won 
by Bartram Trail High School over 
Oakleaf. 

Oakleaf got a second title from 
junior Tayari “Tank” Otis at 238 with 
a 580 total. 

Fleming Island finished fourth 
behind Creekside with Middleburg 
sixth. 

Next up are the region 2-2A 
championships to be held March 24 
at Columbia High School. 

Nguyen, second last year at 154 
pounds with a 620 total off a 305 
bench press and a 315 clean and 
jerk, took center stage on his last lift 
of the day with a 335 pound clean 
and jerk. The 335 added with his 315 
bench press totaled 650; 30 pounds 
over his second place total at the 
Class 2A championships last year.

“That one was 10 pounds over 
the state record; 20 pounds over my 
personal best,” said Nguyen, who 

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Oakleaf High baserunner Baylee Goddard slides past Lakewood Ranch catcher to score run in early innings of Lady Knights’ 7-6 nine inning loss  
in the semi-final of Oakleaf High’s Tournament of Champions. Lakewood Ranch won tournament title. Oakleaf finished third.

Errors costly to Oakleaf Knights

Oakleaf Tournament of Champions softball action

SEE SOFTBALL, 19

Baker is back!

SEE WEIGHT, 18

Mitchell Cuthbertson
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9680 Argyle Forest Blvd 
(next to Walgreens)

For weekly and daily specials “like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GatorsOakleaf 
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Oakleaf High weightlifter Jakobie Baker, who suffered a traumatic broken leg last summer dur-
ing a football camp, missed his entire football season as running back, but made a dramatic 
return to weightlifting with a district title at 199 pounds at the March 9 district 4-2A weightlift-
ing championships at Oakleaf High School. Lifters head to regions March 24. 

ousted the 154 field with teammate 
D.J. Pimienta, a state qualifier last 
year at 139,  second in a distant 515 
total. “My total is up 45 pounds from 
last year at state. Hopefully, that is 
the top lift in the state, but I think I 
have one more gear in me.”

For Baker, who suffered a leg-
shattering injury over the summer at 
a contact football camp, the return 
to the weightlifting scene comes 
after sitting out his entire football 
season. Baker, fourth last year at 
183 pounds, upped his competition 
weight to the 199 pound weight 
class.

“There was some hesitation at 
first and I had some trouble with 
split-jerking (lifting and separating 
both feet on the jerk segment of the 
clean and jerk),” said Baker. a foot-
ball running back. “I went to power 
jerking which keeps my feet parallel 
and my legs straighter.”

Baker dominated the weight class 
with a 675 total off a 360 bench 
press and a 315 clean and jerk. 

Last year, Baker totaled 635 to fin-
ish fourth at 183.

“The 199 pound guys are bigger, 
but my technique, I think, is a little 
better,” said Baker. “I think I can go 

Weight
from page 17

320-325 clean and jerk and near 375 
for bench.”

Fleming Island got a title from Ian 
Ali at 119 with a 360 total off a 180 
bench press and a 180 clean and jerk 
to edge Mike Williams of Oakleaf 
who total 345. 

At 119, Charlie Callahan, also ad-
vanced to regions for Fleming Island 
with a sixth place finishat 275. At 
129, Creekside’s Erik Gieger won at 
420 with Bailey Bilodeux and Ryan 

Rosano; third at 335 and sixth at 320, 
advancing for Oakleaf. Will Stephens 
of Fleming Island advanced with 
a fifth place finish. At 139, won by 
Creekside’s Peyton Thompson at 450, 
Oakleaf’s Ethan Gustilo, who along 
with Rosano, just finished wrestling 
season, advanced with a third at 425.

At 154, Middleburg’s Tanner 
Nobles finished third at 505 with 
teammate Middleburg’s Joh Bushatz; 
fourth at 420. 

At 169, won by Yance Bennett of 
Creekside at 545, Andrew Thomas of 
Middleburg finished second at 520 
with Oakleaf senior Kenny Davis 
fourth at 510 to advance. 

At 183, won by Bartram Trail’s 
Alex Newman with an astounding 
680 total off a 355 bench press and 
a 325 clean and jerk, Fleming Island 
senior Jackson Bull finished fourth 
at 555 with Oakleaf freshman Kevin 
Davis fifth at 555. 

At 199, Oakleaf’s Demonte Rich-
mond finished third at 560 with 
Fleming Island’s Kyle Nimitz fourth 
at 510 also advancing.

At 219, won by Creekside’s Gabe 
O’hara at 550, Mitch Cuthbertson 
of Oakleaf finished secondat 540 in 
O’Hara better by 10 pounds on the 
bench press. Also advancing was 
Middleburg’s Andre Jean-Pierre, sixth 
at 485. At 238, Oakleaf got a title 
from junior Tayari “Tank” Otis with 
his 580 total with Middleburg senior 
Kodi Carrington second at 570; Flem-
ing Island’s Matt Palomino fourth 
at 545; Fleming Island’s Jeremiah 
Jackson fifth at 520 and Middleburg’s 
Brando Blockinger sixth at 515 to all 
advance to region. 

In the heavyweight division, won 
by Buddy Rowe of St. Augustine with 
a 665 total, Fleming Island’s Darius 
Gooden finished fourth at 570 with 
Oakleaf’s Jalen Rivers sixth at 550.
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Learn To Play!
Poker 101

Last Saturday of Every Month
12:00pm-5:00pm

COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH! 
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throw out at first, but the damage 
was done and the Knights were on 
the move.

It didn’t take long for the Mus-
tangs to show they were here to 
make a statement. Using their first 
seven batters, they quickly put three 
runs up on the board during their 
first at bats. With the Knights now in 
a hole looking up, it was time to dig 
deep. 

Defensively, the team rallied 
behind pitcher Madi Davis who 
struck out eight batters with no 
walks. Davis stayed strong for the 
first seven innings of the game and 
was relieved by Cambria Arturo as 
the game was one batter into the 
bottom of the seventh. The Knights 
only needed an inning to recharge 
the bats. In the top of the third, it 
was Kistler that got the rally started 
with a deep shot the left-center field 
for a stand-up double. Next was 
Lambrecht with a shot down the 
right foul line to drive Kistler home 
with her RBI single. With no outs, 
Madison Mifsud followed suit by 
taking one for the team with a bunt. 
The Mustang defense had an issue 
getting a grip on the ball and instead 
of a sacrifice to move her teammates, 
Mifsud was safely standing on first 
base and moved Lambrecht to third. 
Still with no outs, Rebecca Koskey 
bunted and was thrown out at first 
as her teammates were on second 
and third base. Baylee Goddard 
stepped up next and hit a screaming 
line drive that went straight back to 
the pitcher who was quick enough 
to stop the ball for out two. With 
two runners still in scoring position 
and two outs, Angela Agurkis didn’t 
want to let her team down and did it 

Softball 
from page 17

in a huge way as she placed the ball 
skimming down the right foul line 
to bring both Mifsud and Lambrecht 
home to put the Knights back into 
the lead 4-3. The Mustangs retired 
the inning on the next batter, but not 
before the Knights wrestled the lead 
back once again. 

“The good news is we are hitting 
the ball well” said Thompson. “The 
bad news is four errors. They are go-
ing to take advantage of that.”

In the bottom of the fourth, the 
excitement level went through the 
roof, but for the wrong reason. After 
a leadoff single, followed by a strike 
out, the Mustangs would load the 
bases up. With a left field RBI single 
to tie the game at 4-4, the game 
intensity went up several notches. 
With the bases still loaded, a play 
at the plate handed the Mustangs 
out number two. Once again, the 
Knights leaned on Madi Davis to 
come through. The Mustangs would 
go back on defense after leaving 
bases loaded, as the batter watched 
strike three pitched right by her. The 
Knights came away empty after three 
up and three out at bat for the fifth 
and turned the batter’s box back 
over to the Mustangs. Lakewood 
Ranch stayed with the attack on left 
field as a deep left single put a run-
ner on first base. Two batters later, 
another shot to left would be an RBI 
single to put the Mustangs back out 
front, 5-4 with not much game left to 
play. 

In the top of the sixth, Angela 
Agurkis would show the pitcher a 
stance for bunt, then draw back and 
be ready to hit. After doing this to 
draw two balls, Agurkis gave the 
same look, but this time nailed a sol-
id fly ball to left field that went out 
of the park for a stand-alone home 
run to tie the score back at 5-5. 

With both teams not able to break 

the stalemate in regulation innings, 
it was on to extra innings using 
speed play with a runner starting on 
second base with no outs. In the top 
of the eighth, Goddard was placed 
on second and was driven home after 
a bunt and an Angela Agurkis RBI 
single to put the Knights out front 
6-5. The one run was the best the 
girls could do. It was defense time 
once again.

 The Mustangs moved their speed 
play runner to third with a sacrifice 
fly. The next batter hit an RBI double 
to tie it back up at 6. With a Cambria 
Arturo strikeout, the inning was over 
and it was time for the Knight’s bats 
to come alive in the top of the ninth. 
A Madison Mifsud sacrifice bunt 
moved Kaylee Lambrecht to third. 
But a Koskey strike out and a God-

dard final out couldn’t bring home 
Lambrecht. An RBI Mustang single 
would be the last straw that would 
break the Knights back, bringing the 
speed play runner home and end-
ing the game after nine long innings, 
7-6. When asked about how she goes 
about fixing the defensive errors, 
Thompson replied “More reps. More 
practice. Just going right back to 
work because they have it in them, 
you just have to get it to click. It 
happens; sometimes the ball bounces 
your way, sometimes it doesn’t.” 

When asked for a final thought on 
the hard loss, Thompson closed with 
“They’ll wear this one. They’ll carry 
it with them, keep it in their back 
pocket and use it when they need 
motivation, but they’ll come rallying 
back.”

Oakleaf High’s Destiny Pacetti rises amidst a cloud of dust in the Knights’ 4-0 win over West 
Nassau in the Tournament of Champions third place game. 
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highlights

For more information visit wjct.org

Taste Test — Sundays at 10 PM on 89.9 WJCT-FM
Hosted by Damien Lamar, Taste Test is a diverse, eclectic mix of 
urban radio including R&B, Afrobeat, soul, jazz, reggae and more

An Evening with Hari Sreenivasan — Thursday, April 19    
Hear the PBS NewsHour anchor speak at WJCT Studios; 

For tickets & more information, visit wjct.org/hari 

First Coast Connect — Weekdays at 9 AM on 89.9 WJCT-FM 
Join Melissa Ross for WJCT's award-winning call-in radio 
program. Encores weeknights at 8 PM on 89.9 WJCT-FM

Courtesy of goargos.com

CLEVELAND, Miss. – The University of 
West Florida swimming and diving team 
recently swept the New South Intercol-
legiate Swimming Conference awards 
and finished the meet in second place, 
just 17 points behind conference cham-
pions Lindenwood.

Madeline Pitt was named the High 
Point Swimmer of the Meet, freshman 
Jess Farrell was named the High Point 
Diver of the Meet, and Andrew Hancock 
and Barbara Parker were named the 
NSISC Coach and Diving Coach of the 
Year, respectively.

Farrell, a graduate of Oakleaf High 
School, became the fifth UWF diver to 
earn High Point honors at the NSISC 
Championships, meaning West Florida 
has had the top diver of the meet in 
every year since the program started in 
2014. 

“Many divers who come into the 
sport later like Jess did need some time 
to adjust to the new sport. Now that we 
believe Jess has fully made the transi-
tion, she has a bright future in diving,” 

Farrell earns conference 
meet top diver award

Jess Farrell, a graduate of Oakleaf High School, 
became the fifth UWF diver to earn High Point 
honors at the NSISC Championships.

equal hours of day and night, and 
our hemisphere begins to tilt more 
and more toward the Sun in the three 
months that follow.

This year, the Vernal Equinox oc-
curred on March 20. This is the first 
piece in our Easter-day puzzle.

The second piece: According to 
the 2018 Lunar Calendar, there will 
be a Full Moon on Saturday, March 
31.

Putting these pieces together for 
2018, April 1 is the first Sunday after 
a Full Moon (March 31) that occurred 
after the Vernal Equinox (March 20).

The earliest Easter can occur is 
March 22, while the latest is April 
25. The date of other holidays, most 
notably Palm Sunday and Good Fri-
day, are dependent on which Sunday 
within this time frame that Easter 
falls.

Since Easter was on April 16 in 
2017, the Easter Bunny lost two 
weeks to get ready for his rounds 
during the past year.

I had to pull some strings, but 
I was able to arrange an exclusive 
meeting with the Easter Bunny. The 
entire interview will be published in 
my upcoming book, “More Than a 
Foot, I am One Lucky Rabbit.” How-
ever, I present a small portion below.

Me: Thank you for seeing me. I 
know how busy you are.

E.B.: Nonsense, I don’t carrot all.
Me: So, a bunny that lays eggs? 

How did that happen?

E.B.: Well, my origins can actu-
ally be found in the stars. There is a 
constellation…

Me: A constellation?
E.B. Yes. A constellation is an area 

in the night sky. People throughout 
history have imagined figures, ani-
mals and objects within those areas 
by looking at the patterns of stars.

Me: I see.
E.B.: No yolk. Anyway, there is 

a Spring constellation called Lepus 
the Hare. According to one story, the 
goddess of Spring, Ostara, turned a 
bird into a rabbit, Lepus.

Me: That must have been quite a 
feather in her cap!

E.B.: Fur sure. Anyway, once a 
year Lepus was allowed to lay eggs. 
Long ago, folks would search for 
these eggs, as they were thought to 
bring good luck.

Me: People today still look for 
lucky Easter eggs. And the name “Os-
tara,” that sounds familiar…

E.B.: Eggsactly. It is the basis for 
the word “Easter.”

Me: Fascinating. Mr. Bunny, I am 
going to type these notes up on my 
computer and secure them in a spe-
cial document file.

E.B.: What will you call it?
Me: “Whatsup.doc!”

Thomas Webber teaches AP Physics 
at Oakleaf High School and worked 
in the planetarium field for nearly 20 
years, including at MOSH, and has 
also taught physics and astronomy 
at both the secondary and collegiate 
levels.

Easter
from page 15

said Parker. “She did have some experi-
ence on the high school level, but col-
lege diving is a different experience. She 
has been great at being a competitor as 
well as a teammate.”

The freshman won the 3-meter 
event with a 429.10 on Wednesday 
before placing second with a 414.20 
on Friday.  

 “I know it came down to the last 
dive, and I knew I had to hit it. Ev-
eryone was doing so great that I just 
told myself, ‘Do what you know how 
to do, and everything will work out,’” 
Farrell said of her 3-meter win. 



Baptist Clay Medical Campus
Intersection of US 17 & Village Square Parkway  
1771 Baptist Clay Drive  •  Fleming Island
Mammogram appointments available 7 am – 4:30 pm

The best gift you can give your loved ones is taking care of yourself. Start by getting a screening 
mammogram at our Baptist Clay Medical Campus. 

Our digital mammograms are fast, so you’ll be in and out in about 30 minutes. A doctor’s referral 
is not required and most insurance plans cover the cost. 

Why wait? You can even get a same-day appointment. 

904.202.2222         baptistjax.com/mammo 

Because you are loved.

Why get a 
mammogram?

© Baptist Health 2017
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 

-

-

-

-

-

Free Voice Remote. 

-

-

Business
Service 
Directory

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc PUTTING IT 
TOGETHER

Call for FREE Estimates for 
All Your Fencing and Marine 
Construction Needs 

Specializing in installing wood privacy fence, 
aluminum ornamental iron fence 

and vinyl fence, docks and erosion walls. 

904-559-5925

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. 
Must be 18 to win. Winners will be notified. 

One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

Win a Jacksonville Zoo Family 4 Pack

Cash in hand, turn your used 
car into cash today. We also 
buy all types of RV’s, trailers 
and boats, We provide all 
towing if needed. 

We
Cars, Trucks, Vans, SUV’s & Classics

347-419-7561

Tim’s 
Interior Painting

l Wash walls
l Clean windows
l Light truck haulings
l Pressure wash house,
  back patio screens

904-710-4198
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The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

Unfurnished
Apartments

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call To-

day! 1-800-214-0166

Unfurnished
Apartments

NVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-855-836-0410 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classifi ed ads make 
fi nding a car easy.

Classifi ed ads are 
great for fi nding 

those perfect pets.

Classifi ed ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classifi ed ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classifi ed ads 
making fi nding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it or fi nd it with 
Classifi ed ads. For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

This Institution is an Equal
Opportunity Provider and Employer

EQ UA L HOUSING
OPPOR TUNITY

PINEWOOD

Affordable Housing for those 62 
& older, handicap/disabled, regardless 

of age (with or without children)

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR: 

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
Starting at $411
INCOME LIMITS APPLY

1000 Pinewood Court 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

(904) 284-3548 TDD Hearing Impaired Number: 711

APARTMENTS

Hours of operation: Mon-Fri. 9-12pm &  1-5 pm 

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers
& 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689CZX or visit www.Omah
aSteaks.com/good43

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last.
1-855-892-2388

Unfurnished
Apartments

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Miscellaneous

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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Baptist Clay Medical Campus
Intersection of US 17 & Village Square Parkway  
1771 Baptist Clay Drive  •  Fleming Island
Mammogram appointments available 7 am – 4:30 pm

The best gift you can give your loved ones is taking care of yourself. Start by getting a screening 
mammogram at our Baptist Clay Medical Campus. 

Our digital mammograms are fast, so you’ll be in and out in about 30 minutes. A doctor’s referral 
is not required and most insurance plans cover the cost. 

Why wait? You can even get a same-day appointment. 

904.202.2222         baptistjax.com/mammo 

Because you are loved.

Why get a 
mammogram?

© Baptist Health 2017
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